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The gathering that used to assemble for meals in the
saloon consisted of the Captain, at the head of the table, the
Manager, on his right, and six others besides myself and
Wheeler. The table buzzed with conversation, all in
Norwegian. It is a pleasant sing-song language and, in
spite of the fact that it looks so ugly written, it falls softly on
the ear. There were frequent bursts of laughter when
Wheeler and I laughed in sympathy, having not the faintest
idea what the joke was about. Most of the time, for some
reason that does not seem very clear to me now, we thought
it expedient to sit at table with a sympathetic but somewhat
fixed grin. There was the Doctor, the " laege " or leech,
who sat on the Captain's left. I made no particular contact
with him except once, later in the trip, when I caught a cold
and, streaming from the nose and eyes, asked him for some
quinine. He was rummaging in a drawer in his cabin and
turned round in astonishment at such a request. " Quinine?
I have no quinine." And went on rummaging. There
was the secretary, who looked after the clerical work
of the ship. He was very proud of his English which he used
on all possible occasions, starting long conversations and
then getting out of his depth and falling back on the useful
word " yes." When he began answering " yes" indis-
criminately to everything one knew that he was missing the
drift. At meals he sat next to Wheeler and used to pass
things to him saying always " You must take it. It is good,
for the stomach," and then wink in a knowing manner as
though what he did not know about stomachs was not worth
knowing. The secretary promised to teach me Norwegian
and gave me two lessons in his cabin. After that, though he
assured me that I was brilliantly clever at it and amazingly
quick in the uptake, we somehow did not persevere. After
each of the two lessons he set me an exercise. He corrected
the first one but the second he lost. Besides these there were
the four whaling gunners. At South Georgia they would
each take command of one of the fleet of four whale catchers